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First Things

Page? Pastor’s Page

from Pastor Darren Paulson

B \What is your ministry? | ask this question as | look out the window to see some of our members
diligently tending to the lawn and garden space surrounding the church building... and I’'m won-
dering if they readlize the impact of the work they are doing? They might diminish their effort
with steadfast Lutheran humility... but they are in reality: being good stewards of the resources
we have; making the facility a beautifully welcoming environment of Christian fellowship and
Sl \vorship for members and guests alike; contributing time and talent so that financial resources can

2 be directed to other ministry areas; from the looks of it, enjoying each other’s company and hav-

ing fun while they accomplish a common task!

So | ask again, what is your ministry? This past week, | received a report of a mission trip that Jenny
Schlagenhaft took last month to Mississippi with an ecumenical group from Wabasha. It was a powerful testi-
monial to the grace of God and the impact of a small group of people with big hearts. A phrase resonates with
me as she reflects, “We would be put to work... to fix what was broken. To restore what was destroyed. To re-
build what was lost. Funny thing is, while my hands were sanding seams and painting walls, God — with his
chisel and blade — was doing a bit of necessary shaping and carving of hisown.” Ministry is atwo-fold blessing.

What is your ministry? We recently completed another year of education ministry with our Sunday school,
confirmation and adult education program — not to mention the ongoing Bible studies, circles and prayer groups
that continue year-round. And then there's Vacation Bible School to come! Do both the leaders, teachers and
participants recognize how great an impact they will make upon the lives of Christian men and women as we
teach and learn the timeless Gospel of Jesus Christ?

What is your ministry? Conversation about church finances comes up fairly often in certain circles. For
some, it seems the enthusiasm of relocating into a new facility has given way to the tedium of a sizable mortgage
payment. But for others, it remains an exciting opportunity for their financial contributions to meet a very rea
and tangible need for our church. Thank the LORD for thisloan that we can continue to grow as a congregation:
in size, ministry and faithful financial stewardship. Please do not forget this ministry need through the summer!

What is your ministry? We recently had the baptism of little Braxton, where his parents embarked on the
journey of raising their child in the faith ...and we as a congregation acclaimed that we would support and help
them in that effort. We were all part of that celebration and calling.

What is your ministry? A couple weeks ago, | talked with Tonya Witte who, among others, is passionate
about the Mission Jamaica trip and is anticipating another trip soon. Yet another opportunity that we — as a
church, within this community — can make a difference in this world.

What is your ministry? Last week, someone told me that their friend, one among you, invited her to this
church — and then told me of the pain, alienation and rejection she had felt when marginalized by another Chris-
tian community. Your invitation allowed her to see that it was humanity that had abandoned her, not God.

What is your ministry? | could continue with countless instances of the ministries within this church. Min-
Istry isn't something deeply pious or highly specialized. It is simply where “your deep gladness meets the
world’'s deepest need.” (Fredrick Buechner on vocation). That's where ministry happens, and interestingly
enough, that iswhere God is met. God isn’t met as we gaze adoringly upward into heaven, but as we look down
to our tasks at hand, the ministries that surround us, the people with whom we work and serve beside.

Thank you for sharing your ministry in this place!
Peace in Chrigt,

@elLj P

Living in God's amazing grace



FrstThings A Message from Laurie Stoeger, Page 3

Intergenerational Family Minister

HERE WE GROW!!!

We need your help in expanding our Nursery program. God has given us the honor and privilege of haying

many new babies and toddlers in our congregation. We are blessed to have Lori Lichtblau on the Leg
Youth Board serving as our Nursery Coordinator. Now we need adult help in staffing the nursery on St
morning so that it can be a safe, warm and a caring experience for both children and parents. Please (
Lichtblau to volunteer to help at 34502.

If you cannot help with staffing the nursery, we could use your help in another way. We need supplies/
are safe and infant/child friendly. If you would like to donate any of the items listed below, please pick
grocery bag on the table in the café area, purchase the item and return the item to the church office. T
ing is a list of items that are needed in the nursery.

Little People Noah’s Ark Little People Noah’s Ark Animals Set

Little People Animal Sounds Farm Little People Sweet Sounds Home

Playschool Busy Ball Bopper Playschool Flip and Slide Bench

Fischer Price Sit to Stand Giraffe Chicco Gazoobo Zoo House Shape Sorter
Chicco Butterfly Spinner Duplos

Busy Beads 2 large(approximately 60 qt$ee through storage tubs
Diapers medium size Wet wipes

Thank you in advance for your help with the youngest children in our church family!

With You In the Marathon,
Intergenerational Family Minister, Laurie
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