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First Lutheran Church

moving from religion to a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ!

Whether you are a visitor or a member at First
Lutheran, we hope you feel welcomed by Christ and
this church community. We encourage you to take an
active part in worship, fellowship and ownership of
First Lutheran Church. Enclosed in this newsletter,
are ways you can get involved to begin your relation-
ship with Jesus Christ. |If you would like to begin a
new ministry program at First Lutheran, please fill
out the form in the church bulletin or call the church
office at 345-5003. We are always looking for new and
creative people to help carry out the ministry of First
L utheran.

“Come work for the Lord.”
“Thework ishard, the hoursarelong and the pay is
low, but the retirement benefits are out of thisworld.”

Happy Mother’s Day!
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First Evangelical Lutheran’s Mission Statement

The mission of our congregation shall be to motivate,
equip, and support our members for the ministry in our
congregation, our community and our world.
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First Things

Page? Pastor’s Page

from Pastor Darren Paulson

B Ve are an Easter people. Whileliving in the presence of sin and death, we are resurrected in
faith to face these realities with hope, courage and strength. The Rev. William H. King, Lutheran
- * A | campus pastor at Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University (Virginia Tech), Blacksburg,

Va., delivered a Christian message April 17 at the Virginia Tech Convocation where students,
faculty and others of the community gathered to remember the victims in the shooting on cam-

Sl pus. According to the Virginia Tech Web site, at |east 33 people died including the gunman.
. “We're gathered this afternoon for many purposes. To weep for lost friends and families, to
mourn our lost innocence, to walk forward in the wake of unspeakable tragedy, to embrace hope
in the shadow of despair, to join our voices and our longing for peace, healing and understanding which is

much greater than any single faith community, to embrace that which unifies, and to reject the seductive temp-
tation to hate” said King.

“We cannot undo yesterday's tragic events, but we can sit in patient silence with those who mourn as they
seek for a way forward. Aswe share light, one with another, we reclaim our campus. Let us deny death’s
power to rob us of all that we have loved about Virginia Tech, our community. Let us cast our lot with hopein
defiance of despair.”

We are an Easter people. Thisworld isnot lacking for tragedies —and no community isimmune from such
heartbreak. Not even Lake City. What istruly needed is hope, courage and strength. King's words claim that
we cannot discover these traits alone. We gather together.

We gather together...

e tohear God’sWord of promise.

e toshareour concerns, our fears, our struggles.

o tocomfort and encourage one another with our faith and trust.

e tostand against the forceswhich perpetrate tragedy among us.

o tochallenge each other to strivefor peace and justice as God would intend.

o toprevent such tragedies from occurring, fully aware of our susceptibility.

e toteach our children how to not only succeed asindividuals, but grow asa community.

We are an Easter people. When we gather for worship, education or fellowship, we do far more than fill our
individual spirits as we set out into our tasks for the week. We gather to celebrate that Christ isrisen and living
among us so that we can engage in this beautiful world fraught with tragedy, loneliness, need, and hopel essness.
We teach our children —whether related by blood or not — that they are claimed by an irresistible God who de-
sires us to cling to hope, courage and strength. That faith is more than a mental exercise, but away we respond
to despair, fearfulness and vulnerability.

Imagine the possibilities of what effect our ministry will have on this community and world! We are indeed
an Easter people.

Peacein Christ,

“No God—No Peace’
Know God—K now Peace”
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Intergenerational Family Minister

The Order of the Towel”on Sunday, May 20during the 9:00 am worship service,
we will be commissioning several young adults to serve as Peer Ministers in the church, the
community and the world. The worship service will be led by the Peer Ministers.

What is Peer Ministry?

It's about...
...making a friend
...being a friend
...helping a friend

Peer Ministry is an intentional way of shaping kids' lives with skills and attitudes for loving one’'s neighbor.
Y outh are often the first to be aware of the struggles, choices, and challenges of their friends. Therefore, it is
vital to give youth skills, resources for caring and welcoming, and the tools for living the Good Samaritan story.
Peer ministry takes the number one concern of youth, their friendships, and helps them to see God's love and
grace working in the midst of everyday relationships. It aso trains them to look for the many opportunities to
share their faith and to serve in the church.

We are all Peer Ministers!

You may not have had the official training and certification, but do you know that no matter what your &
are a peer minister? The opportunities for service are endless. The needs that people have are endles
day of our lives we minister to our peers and to all people by the life we live and the time we spend in Ig
service to others. It's what Jesus did and what Jesus commanded. We have many in this congregatio
model this and work tirelessly to accomplish the endless work of the church.

Following their certification, our newly trained Peer Ministers will be asked how they will choose to live out
their training in service to the congregation. How about you? In what ways do you live out your faith and serve
with passion? Every month we struggle in the church office to fill the volunteer opportunity sign up she
have 879 baptized members in this congregation. The problem should not be filling the open volunteer
rather, that we have too many members for all of the volunteer opportunities.

We need everyone to serve....how can you possibly believe and proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ and not
serve? We need more people to pass on the faith through work with children and youth. Is God calling you to
this?

As our ministries grow, so do opportunities for service. Pray about how God is leading you to serve! May we
have more servants than blank spaces! Let that be a goal!!

With You In the Marathon,
Intergenerational Family Minister, Laurie
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