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First Evangelical Lutheran’s Mission Statement 
The mission of our congregation shall be to motivate, equip, and 

support our members for the ministry in our congregation, our com-
munity and our world. 

First Lutheran Worship Services 
Sundays 9:00 am 

Last Wednesday worship:  September 5, 5:30 pm 

First Saturday worship: September 15, 5:30 pm  

No Saturday worship September 8  

Rally Day 
Sunday, September 9 

Special Rally Day Worship Service for     
children of all ages at 9 am. 

Installation of Sunday School Teachers and      
Confirmation Guides during worship. 

Rally Day 

Meet your Sunday 
School teacher  

Sunday, September 9.   

Parents are encouraged to stop in 
and meet their child’s Sunday 
school teacher after worship.    

 

Adult Forum 

begins  

September 16  

at 10:30 am 
See page 9 for a list 

of presenters.  

http://www.firstlc.org


As we resume another year of ministry – education, programs, events and services – I was reminded 
in a recent letter from the synod office in Rochester that we are not alone.  The article made me aware 
that we are part of “…nearly five million baptized members from 10,549 congregations.  Besides each 
of you, behind the scenes, there is a church-wide office in Chicago, 65 synod offices, 28 colleges and 
universities, a publishing house, and many other committees and offices devoted to the work of the 
church including evangelism, justice issues, and advocacy.” 

And from the constitution of the ELCA the nature of the church is described in this way: “The 
Church exists both as an inclusive fellowship and as local congregations gathered for worship and 

Christian service.  Congregations find their fulfillment in the universal community of the Church, and the universal 
Church exists in and through congregations.” - “What It Means to be Part of the ELCA” from the SEMN synod 
newsletter River Crossings 

I needed that… to be reminded that I – and we – are connected to a wider church.  But, I also was recently 
reminded of our deep connection to that wider humanity and human hurts.  The rainstorms and flooding just to the 
south of us have created an opportunity for us to respond to the very present needs of communities and people near to 
us – and likely, personally known to us.  Currently, our church is mobilizing the Lutheran Disaster Response to coor-
dinate volunteers and monetary donations so that people may find shelter, food and safety in this moment of crisis.  
(For more information, you can check the LDR website at www.ldr.org)  This disaster instantly connected us with 
those halfway around the world who have experienced similar tragedy. 

Closer to home, this fall, we will engage a capital campaign as we commit to paying the mortgage payment 
and optimistically reduce the principle debt on our $2.4 million loan.  We also are reminded of our larger connection 
to the church in that we are one of 10,549 other congregations of this greater church.  Undoubtedly, they have also 
faithfully embarked on such a major endeavor as they have built and maintained a facility to house their mission and 
ministry.  We take courage and comfort in knowing that the Spirit has remained faithful and granted wisdom to them 
– just as we confidently pray the same will happen with us. 

And again, First Lutheran Church is in transition with our staffing as we look to define the job description and 
employ a person to lead and guide us in ministry in the area of youth and family ministry.  FLC has seen much 
change through the past decade or so – and it’s a good opportunity to step back and evaluate our mission and purpose 
in order to determine how to provide staff for our ministry.  This job description is partly reflective of us as a larger 
body of believers serving as the church in this community and world. 

While it is our hands at work in this place, we join other hands around this synod and around the world 
through the work of the Spirit so that God’s story might be told.  Thanks be to God for our fellowship as we proclaim 
the Gospel, serve those in need, worship God, nurture each other in faith, and join with each other in Christian com-
munity!            
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from Pastor Darren Paulson 

First Things 

PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE… 

If there is a change in your home address, phone number or email address.

 

If you are planning to move out of town.

 

If you have a new baby in your family.

 

If a member of your family is hospitalized or ill.

 

If you would like a pastoral visit or phone call..

 

http://www.ldr.org


First Things Page 3 Stewardship Team 

From our Financial Secretary, Jim Menting 


